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country ; by many a sick bed he brought comfort
where his skill could not avail to save, and courage
to many who were battling manfully with the
disease.
Religious fervour grew apace under the influ-
ence of fear. Men to whom travel and intercourse
with foreigners had given a semblance of Western
civilization, exchanged their acquired garb for a
pilgrim's cloak, and set forth on the long journey
to Mecca. The air was full of rumours. It was-
whispered that the mollahs were working upon
native fanaticism, and pointing to the presence of
Europeans as a primary cause of evil which must
be straightway removed. To-day an incredible
number of deaths were reported to have taken
place in Tehran during the last twenty-four hours,
to-morrow the news would run from lip to lip that
the Shah himself had succumbed. At the time
when the cholera broke out in Tehran, his Majesty
was making his summer journey through the
country. He at once despatched an order to the
effect that the disease was on no account to be per-
mitted to come near his camp, but it was not within
his conception of the duties of kingship to take
precautions for the safety of any dweller in his
realms but himself. He appeared to be consider-
ably alarmed by the approach of an enemy who is
no respecter of persons. He dismissed the greater
part of his followers, and, making a few nights*
halt in a palace in the neighbourhood of his
capital, he hurried on into the mountains. Even
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